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Tribals: Sustaining the Roots
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Policies on Scheduled Tribes

Harsl Cloehan

The framers of the Constitutian took nate of the fact that certain communities in the
cauntry were sutfering from extreme social educational and sconamic backwardness
an account of the primitive aariculiural proctices, lock of Infrasiruciure focilities and
geagraphical isolation. tn order to uplift such eommunities, a provition was made ie
the Constitution of india, in the form of reservation for tham In edusation, emplayment
and in the governing bodies, o3 Scheduled Castes {5Cz) and Scheduled Tritees (575l The
Canstitution of India In Artigle 268 (25] prascribes that the Scheduled Tribes migdn Such
frives or fribal communities ax are deampd imder Article 342 of the Constitutian to be
Scheduled Tribes!' 5Ty are notified in 30 States/UTs and the number of individual 2thaic
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BAIDGING THE GAPS

Healthcare Challenges

e 1F Seiborestnam
B Tonpa Neadypdei

The United Natians State of the Waelds lndigenous Peoplts Report stares that “for indigenous
peoples, liealth is egiivalent ta the batmoenious co-sxlstence of human biings with nelure. with
themseives ind with otheey, alméd ot integral woll-being, in gpichuol Ndividuel and socal
whpleness and tranguilite” i goes on to deciam that when it canes to appeopriote haalih
systems for the indigencus context, “models of healthe are must fake info aecount the indigenous
concept of health and preserve and strengthen indigenats health syitens &1 a strategy (o
incréave otcess and covesage of heolth core This will desmand the estobiishment of cledr
mechanizms of conpecation among mlevant healthcore personnel communities, treditional
healers, policy makees. ond govermnmerd officialy in order fo ensurd thet the humnan refourced
respotid 10 the epldemiological profile and socio-cifiural context of indigenaus comemunitios.”
Hewever globally, most health syssems snaggle of diferent degress to reach odeguate and
apprpriote hewitheace 10 thitlr indigenods pitople.
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MOSAIC OF TRADITIONS

The North Eastern Milieu

Lenlan Miywes

The word tibe" hvn 0 Roman orfgih that was Senived frorn fabin word tribos meaning W poor It
W used 1o spacily the mosses jrthe Roman socers. in the sixtesnth century, itgained popaianty
i English usage to denote & community in chaim of descent from an anvestos, Subsequently, it
Wwar used o detignate the haleted noblé wrvage community” which Irked in bucolic simpicity, in
the coipniol ethnography and onthvopology. Tribal communities in indi inhobit all parts of the
Coniry except the States of Funjoly Horpena and Dathy, and the Uinkon Ternitorles of Chandigarh
oitd Puduchieny. They constitufe 8.6 per cent of indhay ot pepiulation and dre clonified into
nouT fEvien hiinded cmmuonities which includes both major frited” ondd Yub-triben’
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SONGS OF FREEDOM

Tribal Songs of Chhattisgarh

L0 Kealell Tirdweull
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CULTURAL LEGACY

Rich Heritage of Gonds
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Indigenous Culture

Iir Madhre Dy

indigenous communities around the world are bearers of ttrony troditional eultire, drt, eraft
and knowledge of the environmant. Recognising their kil (o sustainably ue focal, cultural
and natural resources foarging o balanced nature-cultiure relabon shi, fn 2007, the LN Generof
Aszzmbly alfopted the Uinfted Nations Declamation on the Rights of indipenous Peoples, This
Decloration estublivhes @ universal framework of minimum sandards far the sirvival, dighity
and well-being of the indigenous peopies of the world and efabartes on existing husman dghts
standards and fundomental frestions ax they appfy to the specific sihation of indiganous
peoples. It it estimated that there are more than 476 million indigennus peaple In the warid

hpread ocross 20 couniries and repressnting SOO0 cifferent cullires. They makeé ip 6.7 per cent
of thve global populdtion and ifve in all geogrophic regions.
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